
April Ancira enjoys the challenge of 
juggling more than one thing at a time.

 It’s why she trains for Ironman 
competitions instead of just marathons. 
It’s why she’s been involved in 
countless community organizations. 

The thrill of the challenge is also why 
she’s giving away a million dollars to 
her community while preparing to open 
the 12th Ancira store.

“I enjoy a challenge,” April said after 
announcing Ancira Auto Group’s list of 
donation recipients. 

The donation campaign is the result of 
a long history at Ancira Auto Group, 
which was started by April’s father in 
1972. 

“My dad was the first Hispanic Chevy 
dealer in the U.S., and we had one 
store in downtown San Antonio,” April 
said. “This coming May is our 50th 
Anniversary and we’ll be 12 stores, here 
soon.” 

The dealership has long had a charity 
budget through which they host galas, 
golf tournaments and other fundraising 
and philanthropic activities. As April 
and her husband Jason took over the 
business, they set a goal to continue 
giving to the community – and to one 
day be able to give one million dollars 
in one sitting. 

The second goal is to have enough 
overall income for the charity budget, 
which is a percentage of their revenue, 
to reach one million dollars every year. 

“We’re not at that million-dollar 
percentage yet, but we saved and tucked 
some money away,” April said. “So, 
outside our typical donations, we’re 
giving away a million dollars in short 
order.” 

Five San Antonio organizations will 
be receiving $100,000 donations from 
Ancira Auto Group. Those organizations 
include Brighton Center, the San 
Antonio Parks Foundation, Family 
and Violence Prevention, Leukemia 
Lymphoma Society and the San Antonio Sports 
Foundation.

The other $500,000 has been divided up into 
smaller donations, including a $40,000 donation 
to the San Antonio Zoo. General managers of 
individual Ancira stores will be able to choose 
who receives some of those donations. April says 
giving that honor to her employees is one of the 
ways she can show appreciation for their hard 
work.

“Because of everyone’s hard work, we are able 
to open up more stores and use the money to 
promote more hard workers,” April said. “Then 
we use the leftover money to give people a hand 
up in the community.”

It’s that dedication to community and drive for 
excellence that has earned April Ancira the title 
of one of San Antonio’s Extraordinary Women.

She’s a woman with a passion for helping kids, 

for uplifting the community, and 
for pushing herself physically as an 
Ironman competitor. She’s also a 
wife and mother, board member, and 
business owner. 

Her talents extend beyond raising 
money through Ancira Auto Group, 
too. April has been involved in 
giving back to the community since 
her early 20’s and beyond. 

When she was 22 years old, for 
instance, April joined the Board for 
the Boys and Girls Club. 

“That was one of the first insights 
into helping kids,” she said. “It’s 
important to have mentors to help 
with homework after school. Boys 
and Girls Club helps kids flourish 
inside and outside the classroom.”

Since then, she’s been involved in 
education at multiple levels. She’s 
been on several educational boards 
and Ancira Auto Group has done 
multiple educationally focused 
fundraisers for school supplies and 
other needs. 

“One of the bigger ones we have at 
the moment is SA YES,” April said. 
“We give away a car. Last year, with 
a couple of auction items and the car 
raffle giveaway, we got close to half 
a million dollars for school supply 
boxes.” 

April is also focused on increasing 
kids’ involvement in sports and is 
on the board of San Antonio Sports 
(SAS). One of her favorite programs, 
“I Play After School”, is dedicated to 
kids in underserved areas who may 
not have supervision at home. 

The organization has a variety of 
sports to keep kids busy and active 
including tennis, soccer, golf and 
basketball. Kids in 3rd through 5th 
grade can attend. 

“There are so many great things 
you can learn through sports,” April 
said. “Having a good, competitive 
heart, sticking with something, 
determination. Kids perform better in 
school as a result of this program.” 

April knows firsthand how athletics can 
motivate a person in the rest of their lives. She’s 
completed several Ironman competitions and in 
every single one, April faced some big problems. 

She’s been stung by 15 jellyfish while swimming 
in Maryland. She’s cycled barefoot for about 
25 miles because of sore feet. In Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, April cycled for 11 miles on a 
completely flat tire because it popped mid-race.
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