
“Something disastrous happens in every single 
race,” April said. “It’s a timed event, so you don’t 
have a lot of time to sit around and wallow or 
complain. You have to assess the problem, figure 
out how to keep going and get on with it.” 

One of April’s favorite learning lessons happened 
in Cozumel during the swimming portion of the 
Ironman triathlon. She was swimming along, 
enjoying the most beautiful underwater scenes 
one could imagine when she lost her goggles. She 
was 800 meters into a 4,200 m swim.

“For a nanosecond, I always think about 
quitting,” April said. “But I’m not quitting, so 
I decided let’s see how far I get with my eyes 
closed.” 

She swam the rest of the distance with closed 
eyes, following the drafts she could feel in the 
water that were generated by other swimmers. 

“Every now and then, I’d look up to make sure I 
wasn’t out in the middle of the ocean,” she said. 

When she checked her time after getting out of 
the water, it was her fastest swim, yet. She could 
have quit, but instead she broke a personal record. 

“All of those lessons, of course, migrate over to 
the rest of your life,” April said. 

In addition to training for triathlons, running a 
business with her husband Jason and handing out 
donation checks, April is also the mother of two 
busy kids – Gunnar, 11 and Hope, 9. 

Those two are known for starring in Ancira car 
commercials with the rest of the family. They 
attend charity events and participate in most of 
April’s community activities. 

“We’re a family business and that makes the 
balance way easier,” April said. “You can involve 
your family in all the activities. We also manage 
to make all the other stuff – the swim meets, and 
the horseback riding lessons and the tennis stuff.” 

As extraordinary as April Ancira is, she often 
takes steps to push herself further and further 
outside her comfort zone. She got her pilot’s 
license in her early 20’s and plans to get back into 

flying in a few years, 
when she’s “done 
with the Ironman 
adventure”. 

She’s also done four 
stand-up comedy 
shows and plans to get 
back on stage a fifth 
time in May. 

“I like to do scary 
things,” April said. 

Singing the National 
Anthem at a SA 
Missions game falls 
under the category of 
“scary” for April. She 
recalled spending an 
entire summer taking 
voice lessons from a professor at UTSA before the 
performance. When the time finally came, April 
made a last-minute decision to change the key. 

“I had trained in one key and I should have 
trusted I could hit the high note, but I dropped it 
a key and made the whole song off,” April said. 
“Now I have a story of the time I survived a bad 
public moment. No big deal. People still invite 

me to give speeches.” 

Through all of her successes, and those signature 
failures, April credits an amazing team and 
support network. She says she couldn’t do it on 
her own. 

“I’m just a piece of a team and all of these things 
are snowballed together with the efforts of many 
other people,” she said. 

Learn more about the program at 
mysa.com/extraordinarywomen.
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